[Treatment of pulmonary vasculitis].
Pulmonary vasculitides require major therapeutic regimens which, though symptomatic, are often effective. Corticosteroids have greatly changed the prognosis of most of these vasculitides, particularly polyarteritis nodosa and the Churg and Strauss syndrome. Cyclophosphamide must be added for Wegener's granulomatosis although the route of administration is still under discussion. Plasma exchanges are rarely indicated. Other treatments for Wegener's granulomatosis including combined trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole in limited forms and methotrexate in sub-acute systemic forms are currently under study. A better understanding of the underlying mechanisms, including the role of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies, and especially the identification of the causative factors will lead to an aetiologic treatment still unknown today.